
ISARC Meeting Minutes – March 7, 2026 
Called to order: 9:37am 
Present: Carol Lussky, Allen Matza, Kim Gotte, Linda Keen,  
On Zoom: Jim Hilgenberg, Tim Killeen, Tom Foust 
Phone: Liz Brady 

II. Meeting Minutes: 
• Minutes from the previous month were reviewed. A correction was noted under Article 8, Section B (Curriculum/Training 

Committee). The name to be removed from the instructor matrix is Jeff Marvin, not Jeff Cooper. Liz will make the correction 
 
III. Treasurer Report: 

• Carol presented the February treasurer’s report. 
• The starting balance was $23,240.49, and the ending balance was $22,605.52 
• 1 agency paid dues and some checks have not been deposited 
• Expenses included check written from last meeting for BNAV Box check reimbursements to Jim and Carol. Jim check is 

wrong on current report showing it should be $142 to Jim not $600 – to be amended for approval 
• $750 was transferred from PayPal to the checking account, leaving a balance of $165 in PayPal 
• Not a lot of renewals and Carol will send out notice this week also stating there will be a late fee 

Membership 
• There are 33 paid members as of today out of 57 members which will show in green on printed report 
• Recent additions include Peoria, Tinley Park, Macoupin, Fayette, and Iroquois counties 
• Monroe MRC is not renewing or wanting to be member 
• Report accepted as written – Motion by Allen Matza 2nd Tim Killeen 

 
IV. Public Comments - None 
 
V. Old Business: 

• Policy & Procedures Website: 
o Until they are completed, they will not be posted on website 
o Job descriptions for roles like Secretary, Chairperson, and Treasurer need to be updated to remove outdated 

requirements for fingerprint background checks and CPR/AED training. 
o Treasurer's job descriptions to add to prepare an annual report for the Illinois Secretary of State and the Illinois 

Attorney General’s Office  
o Instructor credentials under the SAR M requirements does not list ICS 300 or Lost Person Behavior as it was required 

since 2014. It was referenced back in 2018 that this was going to be added 
o It was recommended that we eliminate annual regional and statewide searches and rescue exercise as we have never 

done 
o Committee persons responsible for developing, revising as necessary a tiered curriculum pertinent to SAR response & 

support functions, including awareness, operations and management level courses. It has been recommended to 
tweak to match what we practice 
 

• CEU Credit for Classes: For medical CEUs, a class syllabus and a roster of attendees who want credits are needed. The 
sign-in sheet would need to be updated to include a column for attendees to request CEUs. Need clarification on what 
needs to be added on ISARC sign-in sheet (e.g., license number) would be required and the need to avoid collecting 
sensitive personal data. The board will seek clarification on the exact requirements before implementing changes. 

• Policy & Procedures: 
 
VI. New Business: 

o Searches –  
1. Ogle County for missing women on 3/18 originated from Boone County – Found deceased by local resident 
2. Highland, IL for 10-year-old male on 2/19 – Child found 

o Information requests – Chicago CERT looking for invoice, information on lost dog,  
o Recommended BNAV Waive – Policy should be created for military, civilian (surveying, forestry) background noting 

specific position held in field to not take BNAV. This was created by Mark Hinch and Gabby. 
o Chris Hinchliffe Reinstatement -  A motion was passed to approve Chris Hinchcliffe’s return as an instructor. He 

must retake BNAV and GSAR to teach those subjects, and retake other classes (like SARMS) to teach their respective 
curricula. After one year, he may request a review to be considered for a lead instructor role. 
 He will not have to do TTT again – Motion by Liz Brady 2nd Tim Killeen 

 
VII. Approvals 

a. Instructors – Dean Nickerson approved BNAV Lead Instructor – Motion by Allen Matza 2nd Tim Killeen 
b. Iroquois EMA new member when payment is made and team is established – Motion by Carol Lussky 2nd by Tim Killeen 
c. 2026 Agency Renewal – 33 confirmed out of 57 



VIII. Committee Chairs: 
a. Conference Committee:  
o Significant progress has been made in planning the upcoming conference 
o Planned classes include Low angle rope rescue support, SAR Topo, Pace counting, Ropes and knots, K-9 training, 

Mental health, Shoreline safety, Field first aid, and a “mathematical class” overview 
o John Nibbel will provide a double breakout session on communications and may bring his truck equipped with 

Starlink 
o Carol will discuss a medical class with Sean for Friday. A Lost Person Behavior class and a potential BNAV class are 

also being considered for Friday. 
o An instructor who teaches autistic children is being considered for a practical autism breakout session. 
o Kim has created an outline in Publisher with class details for the registration process. 

 
 

b. Curriculum/Training Committee:  
o John Bennett stepped down from teaching,  
o BNAV class is scheduled for Lake County on April 11th. 20 registrations. Bill Pickett will be leading Tom will follow up 

with him with details 
o McDonald County has requested two SARIO classes waiting on Mark to say when he will be able to go down 
o Boone County will be requesting SARIO classes soon 
o Carol to beta test the Intro to SAR with Hanover Township as it is more for cops 
o Intro to SAR and SARIO are still being worked on with Mark, Tom and Allen 
o The committee chair requested that instructors submit post-training documentation packets. Have received Tom and 

Liz’s. We have not had any at the times and acknowledges must keep better tabs on it. To keep down on the redundant 
system, secretary should download documents quarterly. Possible missing box from Cole’s County missing which 
might have been brought up to Plainfield upon first meeting. 

o Kim has a drive that was destroyed at ISARC conference and is having it looked carol would like to pay up to $300 to 
get ISARC data back – Motion by Carol 2nd Allen Matza 
 

c. Mutual Aid:  
o The committee chair will email members to schedule a meeting to continue work on the mutual aid agreement 

(MOA/MOU) 
o The ISARC hotline policy and procedures are being formalized by Kim and Carol 
o Jim will follow up with Tony to see if he is willing to rejoin the hotline team 
o The monthly “I Am Responding” test was successful, with 74 out of over 100 people responding. The chair will 

write an article for the next newsletter about the test’s success. Kim will be ensuring all necessary personnel on 
the “I Am Responding” list and responding to test 

o An error was noted on the Resource Guide form, which incorrect dates 
 

d. Outreach:  
o Have spoken to approximately 45 teams. General feedback is that the board is listening more, but there is a 

feeling of too much focus on the northern part of the state. Other comments included requests for more classes 
and better communication. A full report will be mailed to board members in about a week 

o Follow-up will be conducted with Iroquois County and Lake Forest would like to get involved with SAR 
o A suggestion to draft a monthly outreach email template was rejected as too labor-intensive. The consensus was 

that members should use the website, which contains all necessary information 
 

IX.  Board Workgroups/Projects 
o Not getting updates from most of the committee teams chairs so it is difficult to keep updated 

 
X. Good of Organization: 

o A blank BNAV certificate form is needed for Regfox 
o John Bennett’s access should be removed from all platforms with ISARC - Motion by Tim Killeen 2nd Allen Matza 
o The board was informed of the passing of Timothy Sparkman from McHenry and Tom Ballard from Lamont. A 

suggestion was made to include a memorial in the newsletter for lost members. James Boyer is now the acting 
director of Lemont 

o A proposal was made to restart a “Member Spotlight” feature on the ISARC Facebook page to promote member 
agencies board was in favor 

o May 2nd board meeting cannot be held at Will County and reached out to Liz to host. Jim will not be at that 
meeting but will be via zoom. April meeting is Easter weekend and will still be held 

o All board members should be told in advance if they will not be able to attend meeting  
 

Motion to Adjourned: 12:57am – Was not motion 
 

Next meeting will be at Plainfield EMA office starting at 9:30 


