
ISARC Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2026 
Called to order: 9:31am 
Present: Carol Lussky, Allen Matza, Tim Killeen, Liz Brady, Linda Keen, Bob Werderitsch, Chris Hinchliffe 
On Zoom: Jim Hilgenberg, Scott Garrett, Mike Crews, Tom Foust 

II. Meeting Minutes: 
• Minutes from the previous month were reviewed. A correction was noted to update name to Jeff Mavin not Marvin. Liz will 

make the correction  – Motion by Allen Matza 2nd Mike Crews 
 
III. Treasurer Report: 

• BNAV No-Show Fee: One individual was charged for a late cancellation (less than 48-hour notice without an excuse) for the 
BNAV. This is the first time the policy has been enforced. Frequent cancellations, often by the same individuals, will be 
reviewed by the training committee to determine a course of action 

• CD Renewal: A Certificate of Deposit was renewed for a two-month period at a rate of approximately 3.5%. 
• The starting balance was $22,605.52, and the ending balance is $22,894.24 
• All outstanding payments to finish Jim kit have been settled. A check was issued to Tom for a 2025 conference expenditure, 

which will allow for the closing of the 2025 final report 
• All board members are required to email their home addresses to Carol for the Secretary of State non-profit registration.  
• Currently there are 35 paid members 

Report accepted as written – Motion by Liz Brady 2nd Allen Matza 
 

IV. Public Comments - None 
 
V. Old Business: 

• Policy & Procedures Website: 
o There will be a side meeting to review during the week to knock out all changes to present to board members for final 

approval. Liz, Jim and Carol agreed they would be apart and Tim was going to check schedule 
• Training Committee Recommendations: The board revisited a discussion about allowing some members to "clap out" of 

certain training requirements. It was determined this would be handled case-by-case, but a suggestion was made to create 
a formal policy tied to instructor requirements to provide structure 

• Chris Hinchliffe has requested to reapply for instructor status. He has agreed to take all classes he intends to teach to be 
recertified. He aims to bring ISARC's training standards to local fire departments that are creating their own task forces. It 
was confirmed that Hinchcliffe knows the required steps 

• Resource Guide: Creating a comprehensive resource guide was revisited due to difficulties in contacting member 
agencies. Liz offered to create an Excel spreadsheet listing agency information, equipment, and contact details based on 
the resource guide forms submitted by agencies. The goal is to create a reliable, up-to-date directory 

 
VI. New Business: 

• Searches –  
1. Will County – for skeletal remains that were found in Mokena. Identified as a person missing since June 2025 
2. Wayne County – 10yo male. Was found sleeping in shed before full deployment was necessary and call canceled 

• Information requests – NA 
Approval for IESMA – Tom and Tim to attend the IESMA summit as vendors. The motion passed unanimously. Food and 
other expenses will be covered by the individuals. A $50 vendor fee for meals will also be covered by the organization - 
Motion by Liz Brady 2nd Allen Matza 

• Email list for trainer – this item was tabled for now 
• Beth Drendel approved to teach. She has rejoined a member agency (North Aurora) and her status as a GSR Lead 

Instructor and BNAV Instructor was confirmed. Action is pending receipt of her current contact information. – Motion by Liz 
Brady 2nd by Carol Lussky 

• The purchase of 250 clicker pens from "Promo 911" for $164.08. The pens will feature the Illinois Search and Rescue 
Council name, website, and app information – Motion by Carol Lussky 2nd by Scott Garrett 

 
VII. Approvals 

a. Instructors – Beth Drendel and Chris Hinchliffe 
b. Progress is being made with several potential new member agencies. The committee is actively working with Lake 

Forest and Evansville Fire Rescue. 2026  
c. Agency Renewal – 35 confirmed out of 57 

 
VIII. Committee Chairs: 

a. Conference Committee:  
o Most class slots for the upcoming conference are filled. A keynote speaker is being arranged for Saturday to discuss 

mental health for first responders 



o A draft of the conference brochure has been distributed to the board. Linda has received the brochure to begin building it 
on Regfox 
b. Curriculum/Training Committee:  

o ICS 100/700 Prerequisite Issue: Due to a government website shutdown, students cannot complete the required ICS 100 
and 700 courses. The committee agreed to conditionally waive the requirement until the websites are back online.  
Students can register for classes, and instructors will hold certificates until the prerequisites are met 

o The updated SARIO and a new Intro to SAR course curriculum have been sent to the training committee for review. The goal 
is to separate the content, making "Intro to SAR" for new field personnel and "SARIO" for first responders and command 
staff 

o Under discussion on getting SARIO course certified by the Illinois Law Enforcement Training Board 
o Concerns were raised that a SAR support class, developed by Kim and intended for ISARC, has not been reviewed or 

approved by the Training Committee. The group emphasized that all curriculums must go through the established review 
process 

o Brian Collett has resigned from the training committee, citing a stall in curriculum progress. The committee chair, Alan, 
expressed frustration and offered to step down 

o The chair plans to create small, focused teams to work on specific curriculum items (like BNAV and GSR) to distribute the 
workload 

o A discussion was made on improving instructor training, suggesting holding interim training meetings for instructors, 
bringing in an expert on adult learning theories, and requiring instructor candidates to teach and receive feedback 

o The need for lead instructors to provide timely feedback to other instructors after classes was emphasized 
o The instructor matrix on the website is outdated. An updated file is pending upload by Carol. 
o The board agreed to allow posting of non-ISARC, search and rescue-related training opportunities from member agencies 

on the website. 
o The committee will discuss returning the Train the Trainer course to a two-day format for consistency 

c. Upcoming Classes & Requests: 
o The committee is current with training requests. Ryan McGraw from Kane County is expected to request three classes 

(BNAV, GSAR, SARIO) 
o Upcoming classes include Lake County's GSAR, a BNAV taught by Bill Pickett, and a GSAR in Crete taught by Steve. 
o A request was made to schedule a SARM class in the northern part of the state. A member volunteered to host it and a 

future Train the Trainer session 
o Lake County class with 24 students and 4 on the waitlist was discussed. The board agreed the lead instructor could add 

the waitlisted individuals if they have enough Field Training Officers (FTOs) 
 
d. Mutual Aid:  

• There was a discussion about Tony’s status as a trainer. An attempt was made to contact him, but his current 
involvement remains unclear 

 
e. Outreach:  

o The committee has sent thank-you letters to Macomb County, Luray County, and Crete for hosting classes. 
o The committee is compiling survey information from 31 responses and expects to send a full report by approximately April 

20, 2026. 
o The status of the IEMA conference is uncertain due to a lawsuit against FEMA. 

 
IX. Board Workgroups/Projects 

o The secretary noted a lack of updates from most committees and proposed a shared Google Drive folder for chairs to 
update project statuses. It was reiterated that per bylaws, committee chairs must submit meeting minutes. 

o An expenditure of up to $150 was previously approved for conference brochures; the chair will assess the need for new 
ones. 

o A commitment was made to try and publish a newsletter in the next couple of weeks. 
 
X. Good of Organization: 

o A member received mail for another member (Scott) at the P.O. box and will coordinate its delivery 
o Several members noted they will be absent from the next meeting. 

 
Motion to Adjourned: 12:37am – Motion by Liz Approved by Tim Killeen 

 
Next meeting will be at Plainfield EMA office starting at 9:30 


